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| . EfleQion 1... SeCt. 4- « Perhaps we ſhall be 'found' to 
# . © be as much out in the Condud of.our Underſtandings, 
\ | © as in that of our Ws. 


Anſw, There is no Irregularity in the A Te I ; 
g, » but what Proceeds from _ Irregularity of the Wil. . F 
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Set. 10. © True Knowledge (whatever it be) mnſt be fop- 
« pos'd to be a thipg of Uncomnion difficulty, and rhe Study 
« of it a Work fit only for ſublimer Wits; the more Elewated, 
« and Awakned part of Mankind. 
* Anſw. Purity of Heart, is that which doth Principally conduce td 
the Attainment of True Knowledge. 5 
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Sophocles, 


*« The Soul that's truly .Juſt, and Kind ; 
« Truth, hid from ſubtle Wits, ſhall Find. 


SeR.- 37. ©* Athing may deſerve to beknown, not as PerfeR- 
<« ing the Underſtanding ; but meerlyas tonching upon our In- - 
<« tereſt. | 

Anſw. No Man can have any True, or Real Interef, but 
what has ſome Reference to the Enjoy ment of the S$S O V E- 
REIGN GOOD: Therefore any thing that deſerves to be 
Known becauſe it touches upon'our Intereſt ; deſerves. to be 

known as Perfefting the Underſtanding : The PerfeQion of the 
- Underſtanding conſiſting in the Apprehenſion of the Truth, for 
the ſatisfaction of the Wl, in the Poſſeſſion of the True Good. 

I agree with tlfis Ingenions Author in that he ſays, Io 
Truth is Perfeftive of the Underſtanding, but only neceſſary Truth. 
By neceſſary Truth I underſtand the DIVINE ESSENCE, 
and all thoſe EFFECTS. of-infinite Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs, which it is Our Dmy to Contemplate.. 
 RefleQtion 2. SeR. 10.' © If now it 'be further demanded how 
<« this .may 'be done; (viz. to apply our ſelves tothe Divine 
« ,5y&@ to conſult the Tdeal World) I Anſwer that there are 


© Three ways of doing- it, and I can think of no more: The 

<« Firſt is by Attention ;\ "The Second by'Pority of 'Heart, and 

« Life z and' the Third: by Prayer. [ZE 94-0 , 
I do not Charge theſe Wards 'with: Falſhood,7 but*the Reader 

_ will fall into-a Error, if he conceit ithat he may apply himſelf 

to the Divine xy@- by any "other ' rrexmjon-of * the Mind, -but 
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(3) 
what. prpeanes from ſuch a. Temper, or Diſpoſition of Wi#, 
which implies an Averſion from any other Speculation, but what 
may be V/eful unto thim; in doing the wil! of God. | 

his holy Diſpofition of the if, is the only true Purity 
of Heart, and the Exerciſing of it is an EffeQual Prayer, a Wor- 
ſfhiping of G O D iz Spirit, and in Truth, | 

Theſe words Se&. 29. are moſt perfetly agreeable to my 
Conceptions : ** We- 6nght to proſecute Learning and Know- 
© ledge, no_further than as "tis conducieve to the great ends 
& of Picty, and Virtue. * And conſequently whenever we Study 
« to any .other Purpoſe, or' in any other Degree than this ; 
* we are Unaccountably, Impertinently, I may add, Sinfully em- 
* ploy'd. But, then, ſay 1, it muſt be confider'd, that no 
Sinful Exerciſe or Employment of our Intelleftive Faculties, can 
ever tend to the Improvement of the Brightneſs of the Under- 
ſtanding, or Intellefual perfeftion. Nothing can properly be call'd 
Wiſdom, but the Prattical Underſtanding of true Goodneſs, Such ex- 
preſlions as I find in the 27 and 28 SeQgions, ſeem to come. ſhort 
of that Accuracy which is requiſite for a Chriſtian» Phil»ſopher, 
that has the Confidence to paſs ſo ſevere a Cenſure upon our 
Academical Education, and Learning. © Certainly ReQtitnde of 
& Will is a greater Ornament and Perfe&ion, than Bright- 
. © neſs of Underſtanding; and to be good is more Divine 
& than to be Wiſe and Knowing. The Queſtion js, whether 
« we ought to be more Solicitous for that IntelleQual Per- 
© fetion, which we cant have here, and ſhall have hereafrer,. 
* or for that Moral perfeQion, which we may have here, and. 
« cannot hereafter. : 

A Lover of this preſent World is a Fool and an 1gnorant 
Wretch: They that Love the LORD JESUS in Sincerity,. 
are the only Wiſe and Knowing Men, *Tis one and the ſame thing 
t0 be Good, or to partake of the Divine Nature, and to be Wiſe 
and Knowing, 1 think ir my. Duty to Declare to the World, 
that it ſeems to me, that this Anthor deals moſt Incuriouſly with 
the People caldd QUAKER S in ſpeaking fo Contemp- 
_  tuouſly of their Notion of the LIGHT WITHIN, 
' I pray G O D that He, and I, and They, and all thoſe that 
Profeſs themſelves to be Followercf JESUS CHRIST, 

» : may 


| [F 4). 
have our Vearts aly . AﬀeQtec ' with, the Senſe © 

my ary ORs bs. A 7 Ag Ol 4; The the of, 1 of hs Fs 

"he. Hinivg, light, that ſts Ws t,: and.- more: unto. 

= £280 perfet day.- 

X « The way of the wicked is as darkneſs ;. - they: know noe. 

o- « at what they ſtumble. . 

x <« John 1. 9. This was, the true, light; * which lighteth. eve- 


« ry man that cometh into the world. 5 
;® Joby $..12, Then ſpake Jeſus. again unto them, faying, 1 © 

"I < am the light. of the -world : he. that followeth* nie "ſhall not t 

*  * walk . in darknef, but ſhall have. the light of fife *_ ; 


EEE © John 14. 6. Jeſus ſaith unto him, 1am the way, . and, the 
+ - truth, anc the HE no man cometh unto the Father, but 
I 3 oes by me... 
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